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1 PRELIMINARIES 

Bowman & Associates Pty Ltd (Consultant) has been engaged by A Richards Pty Ltd (Richgro) to 

prepare and lodge a Development Application to establish a Prescribed Premise at Culford Agri 

Industry Precinct, 6364 Albany Highway, Bannister, in the Shire of Boddington.  

It is proposed that the facility will be licenced by the Department of Water and Environmental 

Regulation (DWER) as: 

 Category 61 Liquid waste facility; 

 Category 62 solid waste facility; and 

 Category 67A compost manufacturing and soil blending. 

The facility is to be known as the Richgro Composting Facility. The licenced capacity of the facility is 

proposed as 200,000 tonne per annum.  

The Richgro Composting Facility at 203 Acourt Road, Jandakot is under increasing pressure due to 

Lot size restraints and the encroachment of residential subdivisions and Richgro is seeking a new 

facility to allow expansion of its activities. The Culford Agri Industry Precinct offers a buffer of 3.8 km 

to the nearest sensitive receptor. The new site at Culford Agri Industry Precinct will allow Richgro to 

expand its operation and develop new composting processes. 

1.1 PROPOSAL 

Richgro proposes to construct a sealed hardstand of approximately 33,000 m2, leachate pond, 

stormwater pond and office complex on Lot 68 at the Culford Agri Industry Precinct as part of the 

Stage 1 development of the facility development. Figure 1 shows the layout of Stage 1, further detail 

for Stage 1 can be found on the Drawings.  

Richgro has the option to expand the facility in the future if required. Future development will be 

carried out as Stage 2 and Stage 3. Future development of the facility will not occur until after the 

next blue gum plantation harvest which is due to occur in 2022 -2023 period. 
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 Layout of the Stage 1 development Figure 1:

 

1.2 PROPONENT  

A Richards Pty Ltd, (ABN 97 008 734 852), is a fourth-generation family business that has been 

manufacturing premium garden products since 1916. Refer Appendix A for ASIC Certificate. The 

company is owned by Geoffrey John Richards.  

Richgro manufactures compost at Jandakot and Nowergup. The company produces over 600 garden 

products which are sold in leading garden centres and hardware outlets throughout Australia, 

including Bunnings Warehouse, Home Timber & Hardware, Big W, and Mitre 10. 

Richgro also offers more natural, organic, and environmentally friendly products as part of its 

commitment towards environmental preservation and a sustainable future. The Retail Division has 

manufacturing sites in Western Australia, South Australia, New South Wales and Victoria. Richgro 

also has several subsidiaries, including Richgro Laboratory Services, which supplies testing services to 

the industry; Richgro Commercial, which attends to the WA Growers’ Market; and Amazon Soils 

which is one of WA’s largest manufacturers of bulk mulch, compost, and blended soils. 

Contact details for A Richards Pty Ltd are as follows: 

Address Postal Address 
A Richards Pty Ltd A Richards Pty Ltd 
203 Acourt Rd  
Jandakot 6164 

PO Box 1406  
Canning Vale 6970 

Key Contact  

Tim Richards   

Stage 2 Area 

Sealed 

Composting 

Hardstand 

Leachate 

Pond 

Stormwater 

Dam 

Stage 3 Area 

Stage 3 Area 

NORTH 

Stage 1 Area 
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1.3 QUALITY ASSURED 

Richgro is an ISO9001 quality endorsed company. Richgro supplies quality certified products in 

accordance with Australian Standard AS4454 Composts, Soil Conditioners and Mulches, and 

Australian Standard AS3743 Potting Mixes. Richgro also has Australian Certified Organic certification 

on a number of fertilisers and soil conditioners and water saving certification on its soil wetters and 

mulches. 

1.4 CONSULTANT 

Bowman & Associates Pty Ltd (ABN 22 112 399 514) is an Environmental Engineering Consultancy 

specialising in waste management, environmental impact assessment, environmental approvals, 

project management, tender preparation, transport logistics and waste management technology 

assessment.  

The Consultants contact details are as follows: 

Postal Address 

Bowman & Associates Pty Ltd 
PO Box 2059 
Rossmoyne WA 6148 

Key Contact 

Bruce Bowman 
Director 
Mobile: 0402 373 582 
Email: bruce@bowmanassociates.com.au 

1.5 SITE LOCATION 
The proposed Richgro Composting Facility is located on Lot 68, Deposited Plan 36563, in the Shire of 

Boddington. The Lot is owned by AB No2 Pty Ltd atf Culford Unit Trust of Suite 6, 117 Broadway, 

Nedlands WA 6009. Lot 68 covers an area of 258 ha and is currently used by AB No2 Pty Ltd for 

plantation timber and sheep grazing. Culford Agri Industry Precinct, as the property is now known, is 

in the process of being converted from plantation timber to industries that require a Prescribed 

Licence to operate. Refer Appendix B for Certificate of Title and Lot Plan.   

1.6 APPROVAL FROM LANDLORD 
Lot 68 is owned by AB No2 Pty Ltd atf Culford Unit Trust and will be leased to A Richards Pty Ltd as a 

site for the composting facility. Attached as Appendix C is a letter from AB No2 Pty Ltd verifying its 

approval for the facility to proceed. 

1.7 ZONING 

The site and surrounding areas are zoned as ‘Rural’ in Shire of Boddington Town Planning Scheme 2 

on Map 2 of 6, Mount Wells Locality. The site is currently being used for blue gum plantation and 

sheep grazing.   There is no category for composting in the Town Planning Scheme 2 therefore it is 

expected that the Facility will be approved as ‘Use Not Listed’ by the Shire of Boddington. 

Phone: 08 6258 7103    
Email:  tim@richgro.com.au  

mailto:bruce@bowmanassociates.com.au
mailto:tim@richgro.com.au
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1.8 SURROUNDING LAND USES 

The proposed site for the Richgro Composting Facility is surrounded by land consisting of agricultural 

land and plantation timber. To the north are State Forest and the Serpentine Dam P2 water 

catchment. The immediate land to the north is on Lot 68 and supports Culford Agri Industry Precinct 

blue gum plantation timber. 

At a distance of 2.6 km to the east is the Albany Highway. Further east, on the eastern side of the 

Albany Highway is State Forest.  

To the south, and beyond Lot 68, is bluegum plantation owned by Newmont. The distance from the 

proposed Richgro Composting Facility and the Newmont boundary is 1.2 km. 

To the west is the North Bannister Waste Disposal Facility owned by SUEZ. 

1.9 SEPARATION DISTANCES 

For a composting facility with capacity above 35,000 tpa the DWER requires the separation distance 

between a composting facility and a sensitive land use to be accessed on a case by case basis. 1 

The nearest residence is located 2.5 km east of the proposed Richgro Composting Facility and is the 

homestead on Culford Agri Industry Precinct. As the homestead is part of the Culford Agri Industry 

Precinct it is not considered a sensitive receptor. 

At a distance of 3.8 km south, south east of the proposed Richgro Composting Facility is the Three 

Ways Road House, refer Figure 2.  

 Nearest sensitive receptors Figure 2:

 
                                                           
1
 DWER Guideline Separation Distances (August 2015) 

Residence 7.9 km 

Roadhouse 3.8 km 

Richgro Composting Facility 

Culford Agri Industry 
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1.10 SURROUNDING ROAD NETWORK 

The Richgro Composting Facility will be accessed from the Albany Highway. The main Roads WA RAV 

mapping tool indicates that the Albany Highway at North Bannister is a Category 7 road allowing use 

by road trains to 107.5 tonnes gross vehicle mass and up to 36.5 m in length. 

1.11 CLIMATE 

The Bureau of Meteorology weather station (10648) located in Wandering has recorded the 

following historical data (1901 - 2003): 

 Mean Annual Rainfall (years 1887 to 2003)    614 mm 

 Evapotranspiration (years 1967 to 2017) 2    1,437 mm 

 Mean Maximum Temperature (for 12 months combined)  23.0 °C 

 Mean Minimum Temperature (for 12 months combined)  8.5 °C 

1.12 VEGETATION 

The site is almost completely cleared of natural vegetation as the site is currently used as a blue gum 

plantation. 

1.13 FLORA AND FAUNA 

The Richgro Composting Facility is to be established within blue gum plantation which will be cleared 

prior to the commencement of works. Apart from transient kangaroo grazing the blue gum 

plantation does not support native flora and fauna as the area has been almost completely cleared 

of native vegetation prior to the establishment of the blue gum plantation. 

1.14 TOPOGRAPHY 

The site is reasonably flat with a slight fall, 4 – 5%, to the south west. The highest elevation on the 

proposed site is 350 mAHD (metres above the Australian Height Datum) which is in the south east 

corner where offices and site entry will be located. The lowest location is in the south west corner at 

325 mAHD, Refer Figure 2. 

1.15 DEPARTMENT OF WATER CATCHMENT 

The entire composting area is outside the Serpentine Dam P2 water catchment area which is located 

to the north east of the proposed Richgro Composting Facility. Figure 3 shows the approximate 

elevation and location of the P2 catchment. 

 

                                                           
2
 Dwellingup Weather station 009538 used for evaporation and no records for Wandering 
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 Topography of the area Figure 3:

 

Source: Landgate WA 

1.16 GEOLOGY 

A hydrogeological assessment was undertaken by Global Groundwater in May 2017. The resultant 

report, Culford Agri Industry Hydrogeological Assessment for Culford Agri Water, summarised to 

local geology as follows. 

“The geology comprises lateritic caprock, pisolitic gravel, saprolite and weathered profile 

over Archaean granitic basement rock and dolerite dykes”.  

1.17 ACID SULPHATE SOILS 

A search of the Perth Groundwater Map was performed and revealed that there is no known 

presence of acid sulphate soils within the area.  

1.18 SOCIAL ASPECTS 
The site has been cleared and used as agricultural land for many years. The location of the Richgro 

Composting Facility will be completely enclosed by vegetation and not visible from the boundary of 

Culford Agri Industry Precinct. 

1.19 ABORIGINAL HERITAGE 

An online search on the Aboriginal Heritage Inquiry System has identified no aboriginal heritage sites 

that lie within or close proximity of the proposed Richgro Composting Facility. 

The search showed no other heritage places on or near the proposed site. 

355 

350 

340 
345 340 

345 

335 

330 Richgro Compost Facility 

P2 catchment line 
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1.20 VISUAL AMENITY 

The location of the proposed premise is at the rear of Culford Agri Industry Precinct. Due to the 

undulating topography on Culford Agri Industry Precinct and the dominance of native bush and blue 

gum plantation, the Richgro Composting Facility will not be visible to any location outside Culford 

Agri Industry Precinct. 

1.21 SURFACE WATER  

Stormwater will be collected in drains constructed around the site and travel to the south west 

where a stormwater dam will be constructed. Overflow from the stormwater dam will flow into the 

surrounding plantations. On Lot 68 there is an un-named tributary that flows to Gringer Creek. 

Gringer Creek is located approximately 4.4 km to the south of the proposed facility. Gringer Creek 

then joins the Hotham River at a distance of 25 km near the township of Boddington. 

Stormwater falling on the composting hardstand will be collected in drains around the hardstand 

and directed to the south west corner of the hardstand, downslope, to the leachate pond. The 

leachate pond will be lined with high density polyethylene (HDPE). Figure 4 shows the water courses 

down gradient of the Richgro Composting Facility 

 Surface water tributaries Figure 4:

 

1.22 GROUNDWATER 
The Perth Groundwater Map does not extend into the area of the proposed Richgro Composting 

Facility. Global Groundwater, in its report, Culford Agri Industry Hydrogeological Assessment for 
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Culford Agri Water, stated that groundwater at Culford Agri Industry Precinct is stored in fractures 

and weathered basement rocks. Groundwater salinity recorded at the base of bores during drilling 

was brackish, with a Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) ranging from 712 to 2734 mg/L. Depth to 

groundwater across Lot 68 varied between 5.7 m to 27.7 m below ground level. 

As the groundwater is contained in fractures in the underlying rock there is no substantial water 

body beneath the area.  

1.23 NOISE  

Minimal noise impact is envisaged to occur at the proposed site due to the large buffer distance 

from the main sensitive premise, Three Ways Road House, which is 3.8 km to the south-east. The 

Richgro Composting Facility will be surrounded by a buffer of blue gum trees providing excellent 

noise attenuation. 

The composting facility will operate between the hours of 6:00 am and 5:00 pm Monday to 

Saturday. Potentially there may be deliveries outside the above hours. 

1.24 ODOUR 

The feed stocks used in composting can by odorous. Punctual use of incoming feed stocks, good 

housekeeping and complying with the required operational procedures will minimise the presence 

of odour. The large buffer distances that are inherent in the location further reduce the risk of 

nuisance odours. 

1.25 PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION TIMING  

The construction works for the Richgro Composting Facility is to take place in December 2018.  

1.26 CONCEPT DRAWINGS 

A set of Drawings is included to provide detail on the design of the proposed Richgro Composting 

Facility.  

2 COMPOSTING HARDSTANDS 

2.1 PAVEMENT CONSTRUCTION 

A composting hardstand will be constructed for composting operations. Refer Drawings for details. 

The composting hardstand shall be constructed on the prepared subgrade surface and consist of a 

250 mm thick granular basecourse layer with gravel materials sourced from Culford Agri Industry 

Precinct.  

The basecourse gravel shall be uniformly compacted. The characteristics of the basecourse layer for 

the composting hardstand to be considered are: 

 Moisture content on placement to be between 1% dry and 2% wet of optimum moisture 

content (using standard compaction), and 

 A minimum standard compaction during placement of 98%.  
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2.2 ASPHALT SEAL 

The surface of the basecourse shall be sealed with an impervious layer of asphalt with the following 

characteristics: 

 Bitumen primer and seal coat at a rate of 1.6 L/m2 and 10 mm granite scatter to seal the 

hardstand, and 

 40 mm thick dense grade black asphalt using 14 mm granite laid on top of the seal layer.  

This will prevent the sealed layer from damage caused by any composting activity, vehicle 

movements and removal (scraping) of compost material during or after the composting 

process. 

3 LEACHATE POND  

3.1 HIGH DENSITY POLYETHYLENE (HDPE) GEOMEMBRANE  

The High Density Polyethylene (HDPE) geomembrane liner will be used to line the leachate pond. 

The HDPE shall be a new, top-quality product designed specifically for use as a pond geomembrane 

and have a thickness of not less than 2.0 mm. The geomembrane shall be uniform and free of pin-

holes, blisters, undispersed raw materials and contamination by foreign matter. Figure 5 shows the 

pond liner configuration. 

 Leachate Pond Configuration Figure 5:

 

The depth of the leachate pond shall be 6.0 m. The design operating depth for leachate storage shall 

be 5.0 m providing a 1.0 m freeboard for wave action and storm surge. The internal batter slope of 

the leachate pond shall be a gradient of 1:3.      

4 COMPOSTING PROCESS 

4.1 FEED STOCKS 

Feed stocks used by Richgro are varied and can consist of, but not limited to: 

 Inoculant; 
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 Greenwaste;  

 Foodwaste; 

 Animal manures; 

 Dead animals (cattle, sheep, pigs, poultry); 

 Biosolids; 

 Grease trap waste; 

 Liquid waste from food production; 

 Paper pulp; 

 Cardboard;  

 Plantation waste;  

 Straw;  

 Spent grain; and 

 Wood chip. 

The above list is not to be considered complete. The Richgro Composting Facility intends to compost 

any organic material that is delivered to the facility following approval of receipt. Basically any 

organic material that is capable of being a feed stock for composting. 

4.2 RECEIVING FEED STOCKS 
Feed stocks will be delivered in bulk tippers and for liquid waste in tankers. These vehicles will have 

their loads fully covered during transport. Upon arrival at the proposed facility the driver will report 

to the site office and receive instruction regarding the disposal location for the feed stock. 

Odorous feed stocks and chicken manure will be delivered directly to the hardstand for blending 

with other feedstock to form windrows. Less odorous feed stocks will be placed in storage stockpiles 

for use at the next convenient occasion.  

Liquid waste will be delivered to the mixing pit and blended directly into the feedstock.  

4.3 INOCULANT3 
Richgro has the Australian rights for a patented composting process which will be used at the new 

composting facility. Inoculants initiate processes that help mitigate environmental impacts and 

reduce operating costs in composting. The inoculant is a completely natural enzyme producing 

bacteria resembling fungi. The use of the inoculant is completely safe as the microbes in the 

inoculant are saprophytes. Saprophytes are organisms that feed and grow on dead organisms. 

Saprophytes are decomposers breaking down complex matter posing no risk to human or animal 

health and are harmless to living plants and aquatic systems.   

4.4 COMPOSTING WINDROWS 

The inoculant is added at two or three locations along the prepared composting windrow. The 

composting windrow is covered with course screenings from previous composting windrows. Adding 

an inoculant to a composting windrow initiates a phenomenon that reverses normal composting 

physics. Instead of the windrow heating up in the middle, the windrow heats up on the outer edges. 

                                                           
3
 Section 6.3 and 6.4 are to be kept confidential 
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 Composting process Figure 6:

 

The composting windrow is left undisturbed for 45 days. The microbes multiply and move rapidly 

horizontally outwards initially then populate by moving towards the centre of the composting 

windrow. The activity of the microbes increases the temperature of the composting windrow to in 

excess of 55oC. The composting windrow is turned for the first time at 45 days. By not turning the 

composting windrow the density of the microbes is increased thus increasing the efficiently of the 

decomposition process. By not turning the composting windrow for 45 days also decreases the risk 

of odour which can be produced in the early days of the composting process. Most odours from 

composting are produced in the first 48 hours due to the release of volatile organic compounds 

(VOC). The capping layer of the composting windrow creates a biofilter providing a medium for the 

breakdown of VOCs prior to release to atmosphere. 

Within the composting windrow Nitrifying bacteria introduced within the inoculant oxidize Nitrites 

into Nitrates that are consumed by other bacteria in the composting windrow. This increases the 

Nitrogen levels in the compost providing a high grade compost material. 

The second turn is at 52 days and the windrow is screened at 60 days and stockpiled in readiness for 

removal from the Richgro Composting Facility as high grade compost. 

In summary the use of inoculants in the composting process: 

 Largely eliminates mechanical turning; 

 Maintains aerobic conditions; 

 Provides excellent pathogen destruction; 

 Higher temperatures for longer time periods; 

 Significantly less odour production; 

 Less Nitrogen losses through Ammonia volatilization; 

 Less overall composting timeframe and required footprint; 

 Can be utilised in any climate; 

 Requires minimum investment in infrastructure; and 

 Results in a superior compost product. 
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5 EMISSIONS CONTROL 

A layer of mature compost will be placed on top of each composting windrow to act as a bio-filter 

during the early stages of composting. The mature layer will reduce emissions that could potentially 

cause odour. No emissions will be discharged to the surrounding environment from the Richgro 

Composting Facility. The design phase has considered possible emissions and discharges during the 

operation of the facility. With correct operation and adherence to the process management 

practices described in this document, the Richgro Composting Facility is expected to produce no 

significant impact on the surrounding environment. Mechanisms have been developed for managing 

odour, noise, litter, water and vermin. 

5.1 ODOUR MANAGEMENT 

Odour management will be consistent with the EPA (2002a) Interim Guidance Statement for the 

Assessment of Odour Impacts (No. 47). Odour modelling has not been carried out as the location of 

the composting facility is very remote and offers large buffers around the facility.  

Two processes at the Richgro Composting Facility have the potential to generate nuisance odour, the 

mixing of feedstock material and the decomposition of organic material in the composting windrows.  

During the batching process, liquid waste, composting leachate and stormwater are added to the 

feedstock to condition the material for composting. 

Odour generation is minimised by: 

 Continually processing feed stocks as quickly as possible, limiting the time the material is 

exposed to atmosphere; 

 When multiple loads of organic feedstock material are delivered to site, processing the 

material on a first-in, first-out basis to limit uncovered decomposition times; 

 Cleaning processing areas of stray feedstock material at the end of every day; and 

 Clean up all areas where feed stock has been stored at the end of every day. 

During the composting process odour generation is minimised by: 

 All feed stocks delivered to the facility and bulk compost products leaving the facility will be 

contained in covered trucks to minimise potential odour emissions; 

 The feed stocks accepted at the facility will be strictly in accordance with licence conditions. 

No prohibited waste is accepted at the site; 

 Odorous feed stocks will be processed immediately upon receipt; and 

 Weather conditions are monitored on-site. 

 Maintaining aerobic composting conditions in the windrows to prevent odorous anaerobic 

decomposition of organic materials; 

 Maintaining optimum temperature and moisture content conditions in the composting 

windrows to ensure rapid decomposition of organics; and 

 Managing the transition of compost through each phase of the compost process.  
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The proposed Richgro Composting Facility is located on an isolated property with large separation 

distances to any sensitive receptors in an area surrounded by State forest and tree farms. The 

proposed odour minimisation strategies to be employed in the operation of the facility are 

considered to be sufficient to minimise the risk of offsite odour impact from the operation of the 

Richgro Composting Facility.  

5.2 DUST MANAGEMENT 

Dust generation is limited on site by confining the composting facility operations to the sealed 

hardstand, keeping the composting material moist and avoiding dust generating activities during 

windy conditions. 

The following management and mitigation measures are proposed to manage air and dust emissions 

during the construction and operation of the facility: 

 Materials excavated as part of the earthworks activities will be stockpiled within the 

premises and kept moist; 

 Unsealed exposed areas and earthworks will be watered down regularly, or as required, to 

minimise windblown dust migration; 

 All site traffic will adhere to the site speed limit of 10 km/hr to minimise dust generated by 

vehicle movements; 

 If visual dust inspections indicate that dust is being generated from the site, and is crossing 

the site boundary, then additional dust management techniques are to be adopted such as 

use of water trucks or sprays;  

 Existing vegetated areas which are not required during the construction and operation of 

the facility will be maintained; 

 Good housekeeping practices will be adopted on-site to minimise dust generation; and 

 When operational all feed stock materials delivered to the facility will be contained in 

covered trucks, which is only unloaded within the appropriate area of the facility. 

The operational practices proposed are sufficient to limit potential dust emissions from the site. 

5.3 LITTER MANAGEMENT 

Only clean feed stocks will be delivered to the Richgro Composting Facility. A periodic patrol for litter 

by staff and instruction to materials transport road train drivers to cover their loads is considered to 

be sufficient measures to maintain a litter free site. 

Management practices which will be adopted at the facility to minimise the potential impact on 

amenity include: 

 A policy of good housekeeping at the facility throughout construction and operation 

phases; 

 Daily inspections of the facility will be undertaken by Richgro and litter collected for 

disposal; 

 Site boundary fences will be used to control any litter which migrates outside the facility; 
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and 

 Regular inspections will be performed of the site boundary fences, with collection of 

litter around the site boundary. 

5.4 NOISE MANAGEMENT 

The operation of the Richgro Composting Facility has a variety of machinery and equipment that has 

the potential to generate nuisance noise. Size reduction activities of greenwaste will be carried out, 

in most cases, prior to delivery of greenwaste to the facility. Given the extremely large separation 

distance to the nearest sensitive premises (3.8 km) and the nature of the activities to be undertaken 

on site, the risk of offsite noise emission impacts is considered to be minimal. 

Potential sources of noise emissions are the plant (loader and screening plant) operating on site. All 

operations on site will be undertaken during the normal operating hours which will be between 6:00 

am and 5:00 pm Monday to Saturday. Plant machinery will be kept in good working order with 

regular servicing and maintenance of mufflers and moving parts.  

The management and mitigation measures outlined below ensure that the facility complies with the 

Environmental Protection (Noise) Regulations 1997 (As Amended) at all times. 

The following initiatives are undertaken to minimise noise emissions: 

 Personnel will have access at all times to operational manuals for equipment being utilised 

and will be familiar with the procedures detailed in the operations manual;  

 A Complaints Register will be maintained at the administration office to record any 

complaints received; this register will include the date, nature and resolution action of any 

complaints received; 

 Following complaints, the source of any excessive noise will be identified and work practices 

modified or re-scheduled to reduce or eliminate the risk of future events; 

 Traffic speed will be maintained to less than 10 kph while travelling through the site; and 

 All mobile plant used on-site will be regularly maintained, including exhaust mufflers. 

The principal source of noise emissions during the works will be from earthmoving equipment and 

construction traffic.  Construction contractors will only be working daylight hours from 6.00 am and 

5.00 pm.  It is unlikely that the noise from the construction works will produce significant noise 

emissions, above the levels of the ongoing site operational works. 

5.5 SURFACE WATER MANAGEMENT 

The minimal amount of leachate generated by the composting process is rich in nutrients, but 

otherwise not harmful to the environment, being comprised of liquid released during the 

composting process. 

Runoff from the hardstands is collected in the lined leachate pond and recycled into the composting 

process. No compost leachate will be discharged into the surrounding environment.  
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5.6 VERMIN MANAGEMENT 

The design and operational features proposed for the Richgro Composting Facility significantly limit 

the potential for vermin issues to develop. Processing odorous feed stocks as they arrive, cycling 

organic feedstock on a first-in first-out basis, daily cleaning of mixing areas, secure site fencing and 

regular maintenance of equipment will all limit the potential for vermin issues to arise.   

5.7 DISCHARGES TO WATER 

The facility will be fully drained to separate leachate from the composting hardstand from coming 

into contact with clean stormwater. Stormwater will be directed around the site by a drainage 

network and collected in a stormwater dam located down slope of the facility. Excess water in the 

stormwater dam will exit the facility in the south western corner of the facility and enter the existing 

blue gum plantation.  

Leachate from the composting hardstand will run by gravity through a network of drains and be 

collected in the HDPE lined leachate pond. 

5.8 DISCHARGES TO LAND 
The entire composting area of the facility will be fully sealed with asphalt. There is no potential for 

any discharges to land. 

5.9 OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

Other pollution types and sources that were considered, but determined to be not applicable to this 

site are outlined below: 

 Groundwater contamination has been considered. All runoff is collected in a lined leachate 
pond for reuse in composting process which is undertaken on an impermeable asphalt 
hardstand; 

 Light emissions will not be produced at the Richgro Composting Facility as operations will be 

during normal working hours; 

 Hydrocarbon contamination is not an issue, as fuel will be stored in a bunded fuel tank and 
appropriate measures will be in place for managing small spills; and 

 Hazardous materials will not be processed, or used, at the composting facility. 

6 NATIVE VEGETATION CLEARING 

Native vegetation clearing is not required for these Works as the composting facility will be 

developed on blue gum and redundant trial plantation areas. 

7 SEPARATION DISTANCES 

Sensitive land uses are described in the DWER Guidance Statement Separation Distances, (August 

2015), as locations where people regularly live or spend time. Sensitive land uses include residences, 

hospitals, nursing homes, short stay accommodation, schools, childcare and other educational 

facilities.  The facility is positioned within a developed rural area and provides appropriate 

separation distances to the surrounding sensitive receptors and property boundaries. Separation 

distances to nearest sensitive land users are summarised in Table 1. 
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 Buffer distances Table 1

Buffer Description Separation Distance (m) 

Three Way Road House 3,800 

8 WAPC CHECK LIST 

The Western Australian Planning Commission, Basic Raw Materials Applicants’ Manual, 2009, has 

been referred to during the preparation of this Development Application. Included in the Manual are 

a series of Check Lists to ensure all information has been submitted. Following are the Manual’s 

Checklists. 

 Site Selection Considerations Table 2

Site location considerations Tick 

The site has safe access to major roads, and existing roads are in good condition. The 
access roads proposed are suitable for the volume of traffic and type of heavy 
vehicles. 

 

The site is not in a visually significant location, such as on a ridge, or visible from 
major roads. 

 

The site is not situated within 500 metres to 1000 metres of any sensitive land uses, 
such as residential development, schools, and hospitals. 

 

The proposed activity is compatible with surrounding land uses.  

The proposed activity will not cause disturbance to the amenity of the area.  

The site will not have a negative visual impact on major roads, scenic areas or 
adjoining properties. 

 

The site provides an adequate separation distance to any residential or special rural 
area, or existing dwelling in a rural area. Typically separation distances should be 500 
metres to 1000 metres. 

 

Operational issues such as hours of operation, noise and dust monitoring and site 
access are addressed with the view to minimising any potential noise or dust issues 
for surrounding sites. 

 

Other relevant state and local planning policies and strategies, including but not 
limited to the following have been addressed: 

• State Planning Policy 2.4 Basic Raw Materials 

• State Planning Policy 4.1 State Industrial Buffer Policy 

• extractive industry local laws 

• local planning scheme provisions 

• region scheme planning provisions 

 

Environmental attributes 

The site is not considered priority agricultural land.  

The proposal will not involve major disturbance of acid sulphate soils  

The proposal will not involve significant clearing of native vegetation, that is, the site 
is bare of vegetation from previous uses or does not contain good quality bushland of 

 
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significant quantity. 

The site provides adequate setback to existing wetlands, water courses and drainage 
lines. 

 

The site is not listed as a Bush Forever area.  

Planning considerations 

The nature of the proposed activity is consistent with the current zoning, and any 
proposed zoning. 

X 

The timeframe for the proposed activity takes into account the long-term impact on 
the local community. 

 

 Application submission checklist – local government 

Legal considerations Tick 

Written consent from owners of site  

DWER approval – clearing permit (where applicable) N/A 

Extractive industry licence N/A 

Local government submission form and fees  

WAPC submission form and fees (where applicable) N/A 

Certificate of Title  

Site details 

Existing and proposed land contours  

Description of land – roads, boundaries, fences, existing buildings, waterways, 
ridge lines, existing vegetation etc 

 

Proposed extractive industry details 

Location, total area and depth of proposed excavation N/A 

Location and proposed maximum height of stockpiles N/A 

How much material is proposed to be extracted (on an annual and total basis) N/A 

Method and route(s) of proposed vehicle access to and from the site  

Location of proposed buildings, treatment plants, tanks etc  

Details of management of operation 

Noise attenuation - hours of operation, types of vehicles to be used, maximum 
number of truck movements per day, earth bunding 

 

Screening – location of screening and species to be planted, staging of 
operations 

 

Dust management plan N/A 

Environmental management - measures to protect existing vegetation, acid 
sulphate soil management, dieback control, fire management, water quality 
management, drainage details, and treatment of wastes 

 

Rehabilitation plan N/A 
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9 CONCLUSION 

This Development Application document and its Appendices describe the development of a new 

composting facility to be located on Culford Agri Industry Precinct.  The new facility will allow 

Richgro to expand its composting operation and introduce new technologies for composting 

materials. The new facility is intended to provide the waste industry with new options for the 

diversion of organics from the landfill disposal waste stream. 

The location of the proposed facility is in a remote location and provides a buffer distance of 3.8 km 

to the nearest sensitive receptor, which is the Three Ways Road House. 

The development of the facility is largely assisted by the established practices and infrastructure at 

Culford Agri Industry Precinct including road train access, sealed bitumen access road across Culford 

Agri Industry Precinct and large buffer distances due to the size of Culford Agri Industry Precinct.  

10 REFERENCES  

Bureau of Meteorology website 

DER Guidance Statement, August 2015. Separation Distances 

Environmental Protection Act 1986 (EP Act). Government of Western Australia 

Environmental Protection (Noise) Regulations 1997 (As Amended) 

EPA (2002a) Interim Guidance Statement for the Assessment of Odour Impacts (No. 47)  

Global Groundwater. May 2017. Culford Agri Industry Hydrogeological Assessment for Culford Agri 

Water  

Landgate Map Viewer 

Shire of Boddington Town Planning Scheme 2 on Map 2 of 6, Mount Wells Locality 

Standards Australia. AS/NZS ISO 31000:2009, Australian Standard Risk Management 

Standards Australia. AS 5667.1998, Water Quality Sampling  

Weather Bureau. Rainfall IFD Data System 

11 APPENDICES 

  



Richgro Composting Facility – Culford Agri Industry Precinct, North Bannister 

Prepared by Bowman & Associates Pty Ltd Page 25 

11.1 APPENDIX A – ASIC COMPANY EXTRACT 

 



Current Company Extract

Name: A. RICHARDS PTY LTD
ACN: 008 734 852

Date/Time: 21 May 2018 AEST 12:51:14 PM

This extract contains information derived from the Australian Securities and 
Investments Commission's (ASIC) database under section 1274A of the 
Corporations Act 2001.

Please advise ASIC of any error or omission which you may identify.



Current Company Extract A. RICHARDS PTY LTD

ACN 008 734 852

21 May 2018 AEST 12:51:14 PM 1

Organisation Details Document Number

Current Organisation Details

Name: A. RICHARDS PTY LTD 004292184

ACN: 008 734 852

ABN: 97008734852

Registered in: Western Australia

Registration date: 08/05/1970

Next review date: 08/05/2019

Name start date: 08/05/1970

Previous state number: C0700986Z

Status: Registered

Company type: Australian Proprietary Company

Class: Limited By Shares

Subclass: Proprietary Company

 

Address Details Document Number

Current

  Registered address: Lot 186 Acourt Road,  CANNING VALE WA 6155 003331308

Start date: 03/12/1992  

  Principal Place Of 
Business address:

Lot 186 Acourt Road,  CANNING VALE WA 6155 00873485D

Start date: 30/06/1993  

Contact Address 

Section 146A of the Corporations Act 2001 states 'A contact address is the address to which communications
and notices are sent from ASIC to the company'.

 Address: 19 Argyll Walk,  BELLEVUE HEIGHTS SA 5050

Start date: 28/06/2003 

 
Officeholders and Other Roles Document Number
Director

Name: GEOFFREY JOHN RICHARDS 005017098

Address: 17 Ardross Street,  APPLECROSS WA 6153

Born: 30/04/1946, SUBIACO, WA

Appointment date: 14/06/1974

Secretary
Name: GEOFFREY JOHN RICHARDS 005017098

Address: 17 Ardross Street,  APPLECROSS WA 6153

Born: 30/04/1946, SUBIACO, WA

Appointment date: 14/06/1974

Appointed Auditor
Name:  GRANT THORNTON AUDIT PTY LTD 7E7916787

Address: Level 30 525 Collins Street MELBOURNE VIC 3000

Start date: 08/06/2015
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Share Information

Share Structure

Class Description Number 
issued

Total amount 
paid

Total amount 
unpaid

Document 
number

A CLASS A SHARES 1 1.00 0.00 0873485A 

B CLASS B SHARES 1 1.00 0.00 0873485A 

C CLASS C SHARES 2000 2000.00 0.00 0873485A 

D CLASS D SHARES 2000 2000.00 0.00 0873485A 

Members

Note: For each class of shares issued by a proprietary company, ASIC records the details of the top twenty
members of the class (based on shareholdings). The details of any other members holding the same number of
shares as the twentieth ranked member will also be recorded by ASIC on the database. Where available,
historical records show that a member has ceased to be ranked amongst the top twenty members. This may,
but does not necessarily mean, that they have ceased to be a member of the company.

 

Name: GEOFFREY JOHN RICHARDS

Address: 17 Ardross Street,  APPLECROSS WA 6153

Class Number held Beneficially held Paid Document number

A 1 yes FULLY 0E6541328

 

Name: GEOFFREY JOHN RICHARDS

Address: 17 Ardross Street,  APPLECROSS WA 6153

Class Number held Beneficially held Paid Document number

B 1 yes FULLY 0E6541328

 

Name: GEOFFREY JOHN RICHARDS

Address: 17 Ardross Street,  APPLECROSS WA 6153

Class Number held Beneficially held Paid Document number

C 2000 yes FULLY 0873485A

 

Name:  J. & M. RICHARDS PTY LTD

ACN: 008 748 623 

Address: 1369 Albany Highway,  CANNINGTON WA 6107
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Class Number held Beneficially held Paid Document number

D 2000 yes FULLY 0873485A

 

Financial Reports

Balance 
date

Report due 
date

AGM due 
date

Extended 
AGM due

AGM held 
date

Outstanding Document 
number

30/06/2013 31/10/2013 no 7E7916925

30/06/2014 31/10/2014 no 7E7916875

30/06/2015 31/10/2015 no 7E7916787

30/06/2016 31/10/2016 no 7E8815594

30/06/2017 31/10/2017 no 7E9747506

 

Documents

Note: Where no Date Processed is shown, the document in question has not been processed. In these
instances care should be taken in using information that may be updated by the document when it is processed.
Where the Date Processed is shown but there is a zero under No Pages, the document has been processed but
a copy is not yet available.

Date received Form type Date 
processed

Number of 
pages

Effective 
date

Document 
number

29/04/2016 388 (FR 2015) Financial 
Report

388H Financial 
Report - Large 
Proprietary 
Company That Is 
Not A  Disclosing 
Entity 
388E Company - 
Appoint Change 
Name/address Of 
Auditor 

29/04/2016 29 30/06/2015 7E7916787

29/04/2016 388H (FR 2014) Financial 
Report Financial Report - 
Large Proprietary Company 
That Is Not A  Disclosing 
Entity

29/04/2016 32 30/06/2014 7E7916875

29/04/2016 388H (FR 2013) Financial 
Report Financial Report - 
Large Proprietary Company 
That Is Not A  Disclosing 
Entity

29/04/2016 33 30/06/2013 7E7916925

28/02/2017 388H (FR 2016) Financial 
Report Financial Report - 
Large Proprietary Company 
That Is Not A  Disclosing 
Entity

28/02/2017 31 30/06/2016 7E8815594
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14/12/2017 388H (FR 2017) Financial 
Report Financial Report - 
Large Proprietary Company 
That Is Not A  Disclosing 
Entity

14/12/2017 32 30/06/2017 7E9747506

***End of Extract of 4 Pages***
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11.2 APPENDIX B – CERTIFICATE OF TITLE AND LOT LOCATION MAP 



LANDGATE COPY OF ORIGINAL NOT TO SCALE   Mon Jan 14 15:33:09 2013 JOB 40880156



LANDGATE COPY OF ORIGINAL NOT TO SCALE   Mon Jan 14 15:33:09 2013 JOB 40880156





Richgro Composting Facility – Culford Agri Industry Precinct, North Bannister 

Prepared by Bowman & Associates Pty Ltd Page 35 

11.3 APPENDIC C – AUTHORITY TO PROCEED LETTER 
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