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Table 4. Community Levels of Service for Bridges Assets  
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Table 5. Technical Levels of Service for Bridges Assets  
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WA Local Government Grants Commission 

POLICY FOR ALLOCATION OF SPECIAL PROJECT FUNDS FOR BRIDGES  

Under the current principles, 93% of the Federal road funds are allocated to local governments in 

accordance with road asset preservation needs. The remaining 7% is allocated as Special Projects, 

two thirds for bridges and one third for roads serving remote Indigenous communities. 

The cost of preventive maintenance and annual routine maintenance of bridges is taken into account 

in calculating road asset preservation needs. The current rates are $24.60 per square metre for 

timber bridges and $12.30 per square metre for steel and concrete bridges. The cost of specific 

maintenance, refurbishment and replacement of bridges is not taken into account because funds 

are specifically provided for these works through the Special Project funds. 

The Commission’s policy for allocating the Special Project funds for bridges recognises that there 

are a large number of Local Government bridges in poor condition, and that the preservation of 

these bridges must be given priority in allocating the Special Project funds.   

The Commission’s policy on Special Project funds for bridges restricts funding to only preservation 

type projects, recognising that some of these projects may involve some upgrading, and 

preservation includes replacement when the existing bridge has reached the end of its economic 

life.  

Bridges must meet the following definition to be eligible for Special Projects funds: 

A bridge is defined as:  

A structure with a clear opening in any span of greater than 3 metres measured between the 

faces of piers and or abutments. 

A structure with a clear span of less than 3 metres where the deck is supported on timber 

stringers. This provision is in recognition of the higher maintenance costs and management 

requirements of timber structures. 

A footpath attached to a road bridge or a footbridge over a road is eligible for Special Project funds. 

A free-standing footbridge over a river is not eligible. 

The Commission will not allocate funds for the construction of a new bridge where there is no 

existing bridge, or where an existing bridge has not reached the end of its economic life. 
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The Commission considers recommendations of the Bridge Committee in allocating the Special 

Project funds. The Committee is made up of representatives of Main Roads WA, the Western 

Australian Local Government Association and the WA Local Government Grants Commission.  

 

The Bridge Committee makes its recommendations after considering technical advice and priority 

ratings from Main Roads WA. These ratings take into account bridge condition data and issues such 

as safety considerations which are identified through liaison with local governments. 

The Bridge Committee will not support grants for the repair or replacement of a bridge if the bridge 

has not been given the degree of routine and preventive maintenance necessary to prevent undue 

deterioration.  For timber bridges, owners are referred to the Main Roads WA document “Timber 

Bridge Maintenance and Refurbishment – Preventive Maintenance Standards”. 

 

Commission Policy 

That Special Project funds be allocated to only preservation type projects. These include: 

 
1. Specific maintenance and refurbishment aimed at preserving the bridge. 
 

2. Replacement of an existing bridge where it has reached the end of its economic life. 
 

 Where a bridge is replaced with a new bridge, the new structure must be of a similar 
geometric standard to the existing bridge; e.g. a single lane bridge is replaced with a 
single lane bridge. Replacement may include minor upgrading and widening [up to one 
metre] to meet current design and safety standards. 

 

 Where widening greater than one metre is required to meet current design standards 
or to satisfy local government policies, the additional cost of the widening will be met 
by the local government. 

 

 A bridge that has reached the end of its economic life may be replaced with a culvert 
or a floodway where engineering investigations show that this is the best solution. 
 

3. In special circumstances, and where the existing bridge has not reached the end of its 
economic life, the Commission may agree to the Special Project funds allocated for the 
preservation of the existing bridge being put towards the construction of a new bridge of 
a higher standard than the existing structure. This provision would apply where a local 
government is able to access the additional funds needed for the new bridge from other 
sources. 
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