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Extract from the Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015 

 

3. Local planning policies  

 (1) The local government may prepare a local planning policy in respect of any matter related to 

the planning and development of the Scheme area. 

 (2) A local planning policy —  

 (a) may apply generally or in respect of a particular class or classes of matters specified 

in the policy; and 

 (b) may apply to the whole of the Scheme area or to part or parts of the Scheme area 

specified in the policy. 

 (3) A local planning policy must be based on sound town planning principles and may address 

either strategic or operational considerations in relation to the matters to which the policy 

applies. 

 (4) The local government may amend or repeal a local planning policy. 

 (5) In making a determination under this Scheme the local government must have regard to each 

relevant local planning policy to the extent that the policy is consistent with this Scheme. 

4. Procedure for making local planning policy  

 (1) If the local government resolves to prepare a local planning policy the local government 

must, unless the Commission otherwise agrees, advertise the proposed policy as follows —  

 (a) publish a notice of the proposed policy in a newspaper circulating in the Scheme 

area, giving details of —  

 (i) the subject and nature of the proposed policy; and 

 (ii) the objectives of the proposed policy; and 

 (iii) where the proposed policy may be inspected; and 

 (iv) to whom, in what form and during what period submissions in relation to the 

proposed policy may be made; 

 (b) if, in the opinion of the local government, the policy is inconsistent with any State 

planning policy, give notice of the proposed policy to the Commission; 

 (c) give notice of the proposed policy in any other way and carry out any other 

consultation the local government considers appropriate. 

 (2) The period for making submissions in relation to a local planning policy must not be less 

than a period of 21 days commencing on the day on which the notice of the policy is 

published under subclause (1)(a). 

 (3) After the expiry of the period within which submissions may be made, the local government 

must —  

 (a) review the proposed policy in the light of any submissions made; and 

 (b) resolve to —  

 (i) proceed with the policy without modification; or  

 (ii) proceed with the policy with modification; or 

 (iii) not to proceed with the policy. 



 (4) If the local government resolves to proceed with the policy, the local government must 

publish notice of the policy in a newspaper circulating in the Scheme area. 

 (5) A policy has effect on publication of a notice under subclause (4). 

 (6) The local government —  

 (a) must ensure that an up-to-date copy of each local planning policy made under this 

Scheme is kept and made available for public inspection during business hours at the 

offices of the local government; and 

 (b) may publish a copy of each of those local planning policies on the website of the 

local government. 

5. Procedure for amending local planning policy  

 (1) Clause 4, with any necessary changes, applies to the amendment to a local planning policy. 

 (2) Despite subclause (1), the local government may make an amendment to a local planning 

policy without advertising the amendment if, in the opinion of the local government, the 

amendment is a minor amendment.  
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67. Matters to be considered by local government  

  In considering an application for development approval the local government is to have due 

regard to the following matters to the extent that, in the opinion of the local government, 

those matters are relevant to the development the subject of the application — 

 (a) the aims and provisions of this Scheme and any other local planning scheme 

operating within the Scheme area; 

 (b) the requirements of orderly and proper planning including any proposed local 

planning scheme or amendment to this Scheme that has been advertised under the 

Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015 or any 

other proposed planning instrument that the local government is seriously 

considering adopting or approving; 

 (c) any approved State planning policy; 

 (d) any environmental protection policy approved under the Environmental Protection 

Act 1986 section 31(d); 

 (e) any policy of the Commission; 

 (f) any policy of the State; 

 (g) any local planning policy for the Scheme area; 

 (h) any structure plan, activity centre plan or local development plan that relates to the 

development; 

 (i) any report of the review of the local planning scheme that has been published under 

the Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015; 

 (j) in the case of land reserved under this Scheme, the objectives for the reserve and the 

additional and permitted uses identified in this Scheme for the reserve; 

 (k) the built heritage conservation of any place that is of cultural significance; 

 (l) the effect of the proposal on the cultural heritage significance of the area in which 

the development is located; 

 (m) the compatibility of the development with its setting including the relationship of the 

development to development on adjoining land or on other land in the locality 

including,  but not limited to, the likely effect of the height, bulk, scale, orientation 

and appearance of the development; 

 (n) the amenity of the locality including the following —  

 (i) environmental impacts of the development; 

 (ii) the character of the locality; 

 (iii) social impacts of the development; 

 (o) the likely effect of the development on the natural environment or water resources 

and any means that are proposed to protect or to mitigate impacts on the natural 

environment or the water resource; 

 (p) whether adequate provision has been made for the landscaping of the land to which 

the application relates and whether any trees or other vegetation on the land should 

be preserved; 

 (q) the suitability of the land for the development taking into account the possible risk 

of flooding, tidal inundation, subsidence, landslip, bush fire, soil erosion, land 

degradation or any other risk; 

 (r) the suitability of the land for the development taking into account the possible risk to 

human health or safety; 



 (s) the adequacy of —  

 (i) the proposed means of access to and egress from the site; and 

 (ii) arrangements for the loading, unloading, manoeuvring and parking of 

vehicles; 

 (t) the amount of traffic likely to be generated by the development, particularly in 

relation to the capacity of the road system in the locality and the probable effect on 

traffic flow and safety; 

 (u) the availability and adequacy for the development of the following —  

 (i) public transport services; 

 (ii) public utility services; 

 (iii) storage, management and collection of waste; 

 (iv) access for pedestrians and cyclists (including end of trip storage, toilet and 

shower facilities); 

 (v) access by older people and people with disability; 

 (v) the potential loss of any community service or benefit resulting from the 

development other than potential loss that may result from economic competition 

between new and existing businesses; 

 (w) the history of the site where the development is to be located; 

 (x) the impact of the development on the community as a whole notwithstanding the 

impact of the development on particular individuals; 

 (y) any submissions received on the application; 

 (za) the comments or submissions received from any authority consulted under 

clause 66;  

 (zb) any other planning consideration the local government considers appropriate. 
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